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AFIA Submits Highly-prescriptive Animal Food Rule Comments to FDA 

The American Feed Industry Association submitted comments Monday to the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration on the Food Safety Modernization Act proposed 
rule on "Current Good Manufacturing Practices and Hazard Analysis Risk-Based 
Preventive Controls for Food for Animals." Nineteen regional and state feed 
associations also signed on to AFIA's letter as a statement of their support. AFIA 
staff appreciates the support of its membership in developing the positions and 
comments over the last five months. While we can rest for a few days, more work 
still remains! To view AFIA's news release on the topic, click here.  
  
In the last few months, FDA has made public statements that they will reopen and 
revise items in the rule related to the hazard identification and preventive control 
portions of the human food and animal food proposed regulations. During a 
conference call last week organized by AFIA, FDA officials stated that this revision 
publication will occur this summer likely with a 60-day comment period. AFIA 
expects this proposal to focus on specific issues that need to be adjusted from the 
original proposal or that FDA had not proposed in the first place. We anticipate 
these issues to be: supplier verification, environmental and product testing and 
several definitions, (Hazard Reasonably Likely To Occur, farm (for the produce 
rule), holding and packing), and the byproducts from human food diverted to 
animal food and what regulations should be on these suppliers. 
  
AFIA has provided feedback to FDA on these issues in the comments submitted 
this week. Providing additional feedback will be essential and with only a 60-day 
comment period, a quick turnaround on the industry positions will be necessary. In 
the meantime, AFIA will be meeting with officials from FDA and the Office of 
Management and Budget to convey its comments and feedback on the proposed 
rule and the issues that will be published this summer. 
  
Comments are due for the proposed rule on "Sanitary Transportation" on May 31. 
The proposed rule would establish requirements for those who transport food 
(including animal food) to use sanitary transportation practices to ensure the 
safety of that food.  
  
The draft methodological approach to identifying high-risk foods is open for 
comments until May 22. In this docket, FDA is seeking comments and data to help 
refine its approach to designate high-risk foods for which additional recordkeeping 
requirements are deemed necessary under FSMA to track such foods during a 
foodborne illness outbreak.  
  
FDA has also extended the deadline for comments on "Focused Mitigation 
Strategies to Protect Food Against Intentional Adulteration." This proposed rule 
recommends that animal food be exempt from the requirements of the rule as the 
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products significantly reduce the risk of causing intentional harm to human health. 
AFIA agrees with FDA's conclusion and will work with our members to provide 
comments in support of the exemption. Comments are due June 30. 
  
Please contact Paul Keppy, AFIA legislative and regulatory specialist, at (703) 
650-0144 if you would like to be involved in reviewing these proposed rules or the 
high-risk methodology and their impact on the industry. 
  
AFIA staff hopes you have enjoyed receiving these weekly updates on FSMA 
during the review and comment drafting for the Current Good Manufacturing 
Practices and Preventive Control proposed rule. AFIA staff will be providing 
regular updates on an as needed basis going forward.  
  
Contact AFIA 
To keep track of FSMA updates from FDA, visit the FSMA webpage, 
www.fda.gov/fsma, and sign up for email updates. For questions on any aspect of 
FSMA, please contact Richard Sellers, AFIA senior vice president of legislative 
and regulatory affairs, at (703) 558-3569, Leah Wilkinson, AFIA director of 
ingredients, pet food and state affairs, at (703) 558-3560, Henry Turlington, AFIA 
director of quality and manufacturing regulatory affairs, at (703) 650-0146, or 
Keppy. 
  
The Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) was signed into law on January 4, 
2011, and provides the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) with sweeping 
new authorities and requirements. The law was a bi-partisan supported bill backed 
by the food and feed industries. It authorizes FDA to promulgate new rules for 
preventive controls, develop performance standards, create new administrative 
detention rules, provides authority for mandatory recall of adulterated products 
and provides authority for hiring more than 4,000 new field staff among other 
provisions. It is unclear whether Congress will provide sufficient funding 
authorization to fully implement the law, but it is clear that FDA is proceeding with 
rulemaking to meet the new law's regulation deadlines.  
  
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the 
making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. If you would 
like to photocopy, otherwise reproduce, or publish any of the foregoing material, 
please contact AFIA's Sarah Novak or Miranda McDaniel at (703) 524-0810 or  
snovak@afia.org or mmcdaniel@afia.org for permission.   
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